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Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Conservation Areas Advisory Committee  
of Saddleworth Parish Council 

Held at the Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Friday 4th January 2013 
 

There were present:  Cllr. Mr. Bill Cullen - Chairman 
    Cllr. Mr. M. Buckley – Vice Chairman 
    Mr. J. Carr  
    Mr. V. Khadem 
    Mr. A. Petford 
   
Apologies: Mr. D. Chadderton & Mr. J. Grayson 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 30th November 2012 were approved as a correct record. 

 

Ref   Applicant    Location 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

LB/333403/12 Mr T Pellowe    Fieldtop, Moor Lane, Dobcross 
        1) Re-pointing existing building  
        2) Reducing width of opening between  
             proposed sun room and lounge  
        3) Relocating spiral staircase in sun room  
        4) Relocation of proposed door to bedroom at 
             first floor level  
        5) Relocation of proposed en-suite in master 
             bedroom to second floor  
        6) Replacement of chimneys  
        7) Insertion of damp proof course and timber 
        treatments 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL    Subject to the following comments on the 
        proposed changes: 
         Item1. This Committee has not had the 
        advantage of seeing the proposed Pointing 
        specification. However, the re-pointing of 
        the existing building must be done to 
        English Heritage recommendations in 
        terms of mortar mix, which should be lime 
        based and course sand, and the joints 
        raked out and the new pointing recessed. 
        Under no circumstances should strap 
        pointing or a hard cement mix be used.
        Item 6 – If the chimneys really require re-
        building they should be rebuilt with the 
        existing external stone and exactly to the 
        original dimensions. 
        Item 7 – It is not clear from the information 
        provided what is intended by the insertion 
        of a damp proof course. Any work should 
        not result in damage to the external  
        stonework. Stone is porous and damp is a 
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        feature of external walls on historical  
        buildings in Saddleworth. Stonework was 
        designed to dry out when wet we note that 
        this building is of water-shot construction 
        which is intended to assist the natural 
        drying out of the wall. Any intervention by 
        modern injection techniques is likely to be 
        totally ineffectual and could do more harm 
        than good. 
        General: as with any other historic building 
        in Saddleworth constructed of stone, stone 
        cleaning should not take place.  
        The Committee are concerned about the 
        lack of information, particularly the lack of 
        a heritage statement to support the  
        proposed alterations  
________________________________________________________________________________  
LB/333392/12 Mr Partington   The Nook, Stonebreaks Road, Springhead 
        Demolition of existing conservatory and  
        erection of single storey side extension. 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL    The main concern with this application is 
        the large number of piecemeal extensions 
        that have been made to the building over 
        the years. Its essential characteristic is 
        that it is a small one bay dwelling and this 
        contributes to its historical and  
        architectural interest. It is therefore rare 
        and, contrary to the submitted heritage 
        statement, contributes significantly to the 
        history of the area.  
        The proposed increase in size of the  
        conservatory will further detract from what 
        is essentially a simple building. Whilst at 
        present the conservatory is subsidiary to 
        the building particularly as there is no 
        entrance on the front elevation, the present 
        proposals make the conservatory a  
        significant feature owing to its large  
        double doors. The  original core of the 
        building is characterised by a simple row 
        of mullions on the front elevation with a 
        gable entrance this is undermined by the 
        present proposal.  
________________________________________________________________________________  
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HH/333336/12 Mr D McConnell   3 Buckley Street, Uppermill 
        Replacement of existing single storey rear 
        extension 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL    Subject to the use of reclaimed stone to 
        match the existing building and the  
        committee strongly recommends the use 
        of wooden window frames. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
HH/333415/12 Mr R Gaskell    14 Hopkinson Close, Uppermill  
        (1) Erection of a single storey side  
              (conservatory) extension  
        (2) Extension of a single storey rear extension. 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL    Both extensions detract from the character 
        of the development in terms of design and 
        materials. The filling-in of the car port  
        should be in matching materials and the 
        style of windows should reflect those of 
        the main building. Green uPVC boards are 
        not appropriate in a Conservation area.  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
LB/333398/12 Hutchinson 3G UK Ltd  Lees Brook Mill, Lees Road 
        Upgrade of the existing H3G rooftop  
        telecommunications site by swapping out the 
        existing 3 no. antennas to be replaced by 3 
        no. aesthetically similar upgraded antennas, 
        attached as existing, the addition of 1 no. 
        equipment cabinet measuring 600mm x  
        480mm x 1600mm high, and minor ancillary 
        electrical works. 
 
Recommendation: NOT IN SADDLEWORTH PARISH COUNCIL AREA 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMENTS ON OTHER APPLICATIONS 
PA/333308/12 Mr M Broadbent   Ridgeworth House, Moorgate Street,  
        Uppermill 
        New detached garage for two cars 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL    This site is very visible at the top of  
        Moorgate and it is important that any  
        development is sympathetic to the  
        character of the Conservation Area.  
        It is of concern to the Committee that no 
        details of the elevations have been  
        provided. 
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PA/333366/12 First Choice Homes Oldham Land at Huddersfield Road, Diggle 
        Erection of 2 no. dwelling 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL    This detracts from an early group of  
        Council houses in Saddleworth, which 
        have remained remarkably unspoilt until 
        the present day. The Council houses have 
        considerable regional significance as the 
        first phase was constructed before the 
        First World War making them amongst the 
        earliest in the country. The post First  
        World War development around Moor 
        Crescent is a very good example of 1920s 
        Council building and Town Planning to 
        which open space was integral, the  
        proposed development would destroy this. 
        The design of the proposed houses shows 
        little sympathy for the surrounding built 
        environment. The scale and horizontal 
        emphasis of the fenestration of the  
        proposed dwellings is in stark contrast to 
        the vertical sash windows of the adjacent 
        Victorian terrace creating a distinctly mid 
        twentieth century suburban appearance. 
        The artificial stone copings do little to 
        improve the appearance. The porch  
        constructed of a slab and two supporting 
        poles is a weak architectural feature. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 


